
 

 

RAFA TV DOCUMENTARY TO INCLUDE FANTASTIC  

“TIME FREEZE” TECHNOLOGY 

PRAGUE, Czech Republic – December 11, 2013 – The European Poker Tour is today 

announcing an exciting new technology to be used in an upcoming documentary about 

Rafa Nadal playing poker to be distributed in 2014. 

Players competing in the Eureka Prague Main Event will certainly have spotted a a poker 

table at the back of the room forming part of a TV set and ringed by an awesome-looking 

array of Canon cameras. Many will probably also have guessed that this has something 

to do with the forthcoming €100k charity poker tournament which Team PokerStars 

SportStar Rafa Nadal is competing in on Thursday,December 12 (along with Brazilian 

football legend Ronaldo, Team PokerStars Pro Daniel Negreanu and other sports stars). 

You can follow the action on the Twiter hashtag #RafaPrague. 

What are the cameras for though? Arrayed in a tight semi-circle and all pointing directly 

at the poker table, they look as if they have been abandoned by dozens of poker 

paparazzi. In fact, the cameras are triggered electronically and form the key element for 

unique “time freeze” footage that will be shot during Rafa’s tournament.  They will form 

part of a documentary made by Shine North/Princess Productions. 

The technology was developed by British electronics engineer Peter Johnston to create 

the effect of a camera whizzing around a central figure, while the object of attention 

appears to be either completely static or moving in very slow motion. Such techniques  

were first used on the TV show “The Cube” and have since been used to create some 

absolutely stunning footage, including dancers who appear “frozen” in mid-air while a 

camera races around them on the show ‘Got to Dance.’  Many of the same staff are here 

in Prague. 

A total of 80 cameras will be used in Prague with 80 frames shot each time – creating 

around 3.5 seconds of footage. Johnston said: “I think we are the only people who can 

create the slow-motion effect, where the cameras are triggered sequentially at about 100 



 

 

milisecond intervals to create a slow-motion effect – and we’re contantly developing the 

technology still further to create more and more exciting effects.” 

Poker fans will get the chance to see the results when a documentary on Rafa playing 

poker is released in 2014 across Europe. 

For further information, please contact: press@pokerstars.com 

About the European Poker Tour 

The European Poker Tour (EPT) is the world’s richest and most popular poker tour. Since 2004, 
the EPT has paid out over €530 million in tournament prize pools, and hosted successful festivals 
across Europe. The EPT also operates the PokerStars Caribbean Adventure (PCA), which takes 
place every January in the Bahamas and is the largest poker festival outside of Las Vegas.    

Season 10 of the EPT builds on the success of a decade of world-class live poker events, and 
major poker festivals will be held in Barcelona, London, Prague, Vienna, Deauville and Sanremo, 
with the PokerStars and Monte-Carlo Casino EPT Grand Final to be held in Monaco.   

Further information on the EPT is available online at http://www.europeanpokertour.com/ 
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