
 

POKERSTARS LAUNCHES NEW RAFA NADAL TV ADVERTISEMENTS 

ONCHAN, ISLE OF MAN – March 28, 2013 – PokerStars today announced the release of a 

major new television advertising campaign featuring tennis superstar Rafa Nadal.  The 

television advertisements will air globally in coming weeks, and revolve around Rafa Nadal 

competing online at PokerStars against a fictional character representing one of their 50 

million players. 

The campaign captures the essence of poker as a mind sport – a battle of wits that anyone 

can enter, and where your opponent might be Rafa Nadal, or any of the other sporting 

superstars that regularly play on PokerStars. 

In the thirty-second advertisements, Rafa Nadal, the 11-time tennis grand slam champion, 

plays against the fictional Lucia Arroyo, who’s previous height of competitive achievement 

was placing second in a local pillow fight. Nadal plays the tournament on his iPad in the bath 

at his home.  Arroyo plays on a laptop at her local library. 

“I play on PokerStars because I love competition – the battle of minds, and that is what this 

advertisement is all about,” said Rafa Nadal.   

Rafa is known globally for his competitive spirit, and this advertising campaign is based on 

that idea – anyone with a competitive streak can express this in a safe and fun way through 

playing poker. 

“You can’t simply turn up at a tennis tournament and expect to play against Rafa Nadal,” 

said PokerStars Chief Marketing Officer Alex Payne.  “But if you’re over 18 years old you 

can register to play on PokerStars and have the opportunity to compete against Rafa and 

other high-profile athletes from the comfort of your own home,” 

Payne noted that PokerStars’ position as the largest online poker site gives players great 

advantages over other sites.  “Competitive people play on PokerStars because they know 

that they can compete in the games they want to play at the times they want to play them,” 

said Payne.  “And now our mobile app allows even more people to play whenever they want, 

wherever they are.” 

To coincide with the advertising campaign, PokerStars is also launching a deposit bonus for 

new players.  Eligible deposits will be rewarded, by PokerStars, with extra funds added to 

player accounts. 

These advertisements were developed in-house by Stars Creative (the PokerStars internal 
creative agency) and shot by Partizan films in Majorca. 



 Copies of the TV advertisement are now available for viewing online at: 

YouTube (Spanish): http://youtu.be/CE6R8qUfiTE 

YouTube (English): http://youtu.be/zJfc8j6RiY0 

PokerStars.TV:   http://www.pokerstars.tv/poker-video-20515-rafa-nadal-pokerstars-tv-ad-
lucia-wins.html 

 About PokerStars 

PokerStars operates the world’s most popular online poker sites, serving a global poker community of 

more than 50 million registered members. Since it launched in 2001, PokerStars has become the 

first choice of the world’s top players, with more daily tournaments than anywhere else and with the 

best security online. More than 95 billion hands have been dealt on PokerStars.com, which is more 

than any other site. 

PokerStars.com and PokerStars.eu operate globally under licenses from the Isle of Man and Malta 

governments, respectively. PokerStars also operates under separate government licenses in Belgium, 

Denmark, Estonia, France, Italy, Spain and Germany. 

PokerStars is a member of The Rational Group, which operates gaming-related businesses and 

brands, including PokerStars, Full Tilt Poker and the European Poker Tour. 
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