
 

POKERSTARS PROS TALK WOMEN AND POKER TO 

CELEBRATE INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY 

And it’s not just the women talking 

ONCHAN, Isle of Man – March 8, 2016 – This International Women’s Day, PokerStars, 

an Amaya Inc. (Nasdaq: AYA; TSX: AYA) brand, is looking to Team PokerStars Pro for 

their insights on how they think the world of poker has changed for women and how 

more females can be exposed to the thrill of the game.  

International Women’s Day aims to celebrate all that females have to offer both in and 

out of the workplace and seeks to accelerate gender parity.  

The Right Direction 

Team PokerStars Pro, astrophysicist, philanthropist, model and presenter Liv Boeree 

has carved out a career in a male-dominated world with more than $3 million in live 

poker tournament earnings. Looking at how poker for women has changed since she 

started playing 10 years ago, she remarked: “Things have definitely moved in the right 

direction. When I first started out 10 years ago the industry tended to objectify women 

considerably, and while that still happens on the fringes, it has definitely reduced and 

we're seeing more female pro players than ever, which is fantastic.”  

Chris Moneymaker, an accountant from Tennessee, USA, won the 2003 World Series of 

Poker (WSOP) Main Event for $2.5 million and effectively ignited the first poker boom, a 

moment referred to as the “Moneymaker Effect”. He said: “The game is completely 

different for everyone, including women. There has been a huge spike in women players 

in the last 10 years.”  

Also noticing a difference is former Dutch field hockey player Fatima Moreira De Melo. 

The Olympic medal-winning Team PokerStars SportStar said that while there are more 

women interested and playing: “There’s still lots of room for growth!”  

Boeree had similar thoughts adding that although things are improving at the tables, 

there’s still some way to go in online communities: “Some members are still bizarrely 

hostile and disproportionately belittling of female players when they think they're safely 

hidden behind their keyboards.” It’s a sentiment that Moneymaker agreed was an issue 

in general: “We need to treat other players with respect”. 

https://www.pokerstars.com/
https://www.internationalwomensday.com/


 

Spreading The Word 

Celina Lin, who started playing poker in 2004 and built a healthy bankroll playing online 

in just three weeks, turning pro shortly after, talked about seeing a lot more confidence in 

female poker players now. She said: “Many female players in Asia would come up to me 

to tell me how I was the inspiration for them to try the game and play professionally. The 

growth of female players in Asia is something I’d like to see happen in the rest of the 

world.”  

De Melo tries to combat the lack of female players by inspiring women around the world 

to get involved and learn the game, showing how exciting playing poker can be. Boeree 

notes that International Women’s Day is important for seeing the bigger picture beyond 

what we see in our day-to-day lives: “It reminds me how lucky I was to born into a 

country that already gave me the same basic rights as a man - and how tragic it is that 

there are still billions of women around the world right now without jurisdiction over their 

own lives.” 

Work To Be Done 

“It is a day where I'm aware of the ever-changing position of women in our society... 

Putting in perspective where we came from and figuring out what we can do to help 

women that want to change their position in society,” said De Melo.  

Lin added: “It means reaching equality in the way we should be treated. It is a day to 

celebrate being a woman, all we have come through, and a reminder of how much 

further there still is to go.” 

Poker is a game for everyone and PokerStars is committed to the growth of the game by 

continuously striving to reach and engage new players from all walks of life.  

For further information, please contact: press@pokerstars.com 

About PokerStars 

PokerStars operates the world’s most popular online poker sites, serving the global poker 

community. Since it launched in 2001, PokerStars has become the first choice of players all over 

the world, with more daily tournaments than anywhere else and with the best online security. 
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More than 165 billion hands have been dealt on PokerStars, which is more than any other site. 

PokerStars is the flagship brand of Rational Group, which is ultimately owned by Amaya Inc. 

(Nasdaq: AYA; TSX: AYA) and operates gaming-related businesses and brands, including 

PokerStars, PokerStars Casino, BetStars, Full Tilt, StarsDraft, and the PokerStars Championship 

and PokerStars Festival live poker tour brands (incorporating the European Poker Tour, 

PokerStars Caribbean Adventure, Latin American Poker Tour and the Asia Pacific Poker Tour). 

Amaya, through certain subsidiaries, is licensed, approved to offer, or offers under third party 

licenses or approvals, its products and services in various jurisdictions throughout the world, 

including in Europe, both within and outside of the European Union, the Americas and elsewhere. 

In particular, PokerStars is the world’s most licensed online gaming brand, holding licenses or 

related operating approvals in 17 jurisdictions. PokerStars.com and PokerStars.eu operate 

globally under licenses from the Isle of Man and Malta governments, respectively. 

Play Responsibly!  For more information on responsible gaming please visit our website at 

http://www.pokerstars.com/about/responsible-gaming/  

http://www.pokerstars.com/about/responsible-gaming/

