
   

TENNIS STAR RAFA NADAL IS VICTORIOUS IN POKER  

DUEL AGAINST FOOTBALL LEGEND RONALDO 

Nadal wins $50,000 for the Rafa Nadal Foundation  

 

ONCHAN, Isle of Man – November 19, 2014 – Last night, two of the world’s biggest sporting 

legends collided at London’s Hippodrome Casino, for the ultimate grudge match. The 14-time Grand 

Slam winner, Rafa Nadal, served football’s ‘il fenomeno’, Ronaldo, a losing hand in a charity poker 

game, hosted by PokerStars. 

 

The sporting giants had 20 minutes to put their poker skills to the test, and after some intense 

action, it was Rafa Nadal who racked up the most amount of chips to take away $50,000 for The 

Rafa Nadal Foundation 

 

A triumphant Nadal said: “It was close for most of the match and I’m delighted to have won. I called 

all-in at the final hand, which proved to be a good move! Ronaldo is a football great and it’s amazing 

for me to have the opportunity to face him at the poker table. I’m happy for a rematch if Ronaldo is 

up to the challenge.” 

 

Ronaldo challenged Nadal to the duel in September following a clash between the pair back in 

December at the European Poker Tour Prague Charity Challenge. In their previous PokerStars 

tournament, Nadal was victorious, and even beat Daniel Negreanu – the highest-earning live 

tournament poker player of all time. 

 

Both of the PokerStars ‘SportStars’ have been in training since Ronaldo laid down the gauntlet for a 

rematch. Tonight the pair battled it out for the $50,000 charity donation – and of course, all-

important bragging rights. 

 

Rafa Nadal is used to the precision and power needed for the tennis court, and it appears this 

translates just as well to the poker table. Ronaldo had clearly prepared for the challenge, but with an 

impressive performance by Nadal, he will have to wait to even the score. 

 

Ronaldo said: “Rafa played well, I made a mistake going all-in at the end with a bluff, but ultimately 

Rafa had the best hand. Sometimes you have to be bold in poker, and even though it didn’t work 

out this time, I had fun.”  

 

Nadal added: “In poker, you need self-control, the ability to analyse your opponent and read the 

game to know when to go for it, a strategy that is not too dissimilar to tennis.” 



 

 

About PokerStars 

PokerStars operates the world’s most popular online poker sites, serving a global poker community of more 

than 65 million registered members. Since it launched in 2001, PokerStars has become the first choice of 

players all over the world, with more daily tournaments than anywhere else and with the best security online. 

More than 115 billion hands have been dealt on PokerStars, which is more than any other site. 

PokerStars.com and PokerStars.eu operate globally under licenses from the Isle of Man and Malta 

governments, respectively. PokerStars also holds separate government licenses in Belgium, Bulgaria, 

Denmark, Estonia, France, Germany, Italy, and Spain. 

PokerStars is a member of The Rational Group, which operates gaming-related businesses and brands, 

including PokerStars, Full Tilt and the European Poker Tour. In 2012, 2013 and 2014, Rational Group 

companies in the UK and Isle of Man won recognition as one of the best workplaces in the UK being awarded 

a top 25 position by the Great Place to Work Institute’s Best Workplaces – Large category rankings. Rational 

Group entities in Costa Rica and Dublin also achieved the same accolade in their respective local rankings in 

2014. 

 


